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FOREWORD 


This report contains summary information on ground-water quality in one of the 50 








States, Puerto Rico, the Virgin !slands, or the Trust Territories of the Pacific Islands, 


















Saipan, Guam, and American Samoa. The material is extracted from the rnanuscript 


RHODE ISLAND 


U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
Dallas L. Peck, Director 











of the 1986 National Water Summary, and with the exception of the illustrations, 




















which will be reproduced in multi-color in the 7986 National Water Summary, the 


GROUND-WATER QUALITY 


format and content of this report is identical to the State ground-vvater-quality 










By Herbert E. Johnston and Paul M. Barlow descriptions to be published in the 7986 National Water Summary. Release of this 
information before forma! publication in the 1986 National Water Summary 


permits the earliest access by the public. 














For additional information: For sale by: 

Chief Hydrologist U.S. Geological Survey 

U.S. Geological Survey Books and Open-File Reports Section 
407 National Center Federal Center 

Reston, VA 22092 Box 25425 


Denver, Colorado 80225 


Use of trade names in this report is for descriptive purposes only and 


U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 87-0750 does not constitute endorsement by the U.S. Geological Survey 
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Figure 2.--Principal aquif 


Figure 3 --Selected waste 
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Data on ground-water quality needed to support a ground- 
water protection program in Rhode Island are available, but many 
are not in computenzed data bases. The RIDH periodically monitors 
the quality of water from more than 400 public-supply wells scat 
tered throughout the State. These wells constitute à network for 
monitoring trends in the ambient quality of ground water The RIDH 
also periodically tests for aldicarb in water from almost ! (፪፪) private 
wells located near commercially cultivated land, and for organic 
and other haza dous chemicals in water from more than 1,000 
private wells near hazardous-waste sites. Sampling frequency for 
private wells under RIDH monitoring programs ranges from semian- 
nual to annual 

A certain amount of ground-water contamination ıs 
unavoidable and will occur as a consequence of selected land uses 
Nevertheless, ıf the laws, regulations, and management practices 
described here continue to be implemented effectively by State and 
local governments, the quality of ground water in most areas of 
Rhode island can remain suitable for drinking with little or no 


treatment 
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CONCENTRATION, IN MICROGRAMS PER LITER 


Figure 3. Selected waste sites and groun -quality information 
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